This study evaluated the impact of soil moisture feedback on the spatial and temporal scales of seasonal to annual climate anomalies using a common general approach. The results are interesting. In fact, this is a comparison of two model simulations, without any groundbased validation. It will be better if the authors choose some regions, e.g., Illinois and Oklahoma, with enough soil moisture and precipitation observation to evaluate the model simulations. Discussion part did provide several valuable points. In general, I think paper can be published in HESS after some minor revisions. 
